


The Coal Prep and Aggregate
Processing Conference & Exposi-
tion is later this month in Lexing-
ton, KY.  The Show is dedicated to
coal preparation industry.  Coal
Leader will be there, stop by and
visit booth 321.

Coal preparation is important as
steam coal users require optimum
calorific value, consistent grind
ability, minimal moisture and ash
variability.  The metallurgical coal

customers require a higher degree
of product consistency to maximize
coke yield, coke strength, and ulti-
mate maximum hot metal produc-
tion and quality.

The goals for coal preparation are
to reduce coal preparation costs and
improve quality as well as to pro-
duce a low sulfur coal product. 

The Eastern Coal Council is
celebrating its 30th anniversary
this year.  The organization began

in 1979 to provide education and
public awareness program about
coal.  There are six primary func-
tions of the Eastern Coal Council
and its members:
1) To INFORM the general public
about coal and its importance to
America’s future energy plans, 
policies, and programs;
2) To EDUCATE the general pub-
lic, elected officials (federal,
states, and regional) about the im-
portance of coal; to provide edu-
cational programs for teachers by
co-sponsoring the “Project Coal
To Electricity: Teaching Environ-
mental Issues” program with Vir-
ginia Tech’s Powell River Project
and Education Center.  The pro-
gram covers the “Standards of
Learning.” Those participating re-
ceive a certificate for 40 contact
hours of professional development
awarded at completion of program.  
3) To PROVIDE information and
data relating to the coal industry
in the eastern part of the United
States to local, state, and federal
governments and their agencies
and other interested parties;
4) To ASSEMBLE, gather, and

compile statistics and
accurate/concise information for
the newsmedia and leaders of the
business communities;
5) To SPONSOR programs, semi-
nars, projects, and activities to
help the public learn more about
coal and the coal industry; and
6) To PROMOTE the utilization of
coal and clean coal technologies.

Today the Coal Council is work-
ing with the U. S. Department of
Energy, Southern States Energy
Board, Virginia Tech, West Vir-
ginia University and other organi-
zations promoting the latest clean
coal technologies.  The Eastern
Coal Council is leading a grass-
roots program about carbon, cap-
ture and storage.  

Coal is the backbone of the U.S.
power generation, providing more
than 50% of electricity production
while complying with stringent
environmental regulations.   Coal
is the nation’s most abundant and
cost effective energy resource.
We have enough domestic coal re-
serves and existing technologies
to transform coal into transporta-
tion fuels to displace foreign im-

ports.  The U.S. has produced
more than one billion tons of coal
annually for each of the last 14
years and the nation’s appetite
continues to grow as more and
more items are requiring electric-
ity.   Approximately two-thirds of
today's coal production results
from surface, rather than under-
ground, mining.  Mountaintop
mining in Appalachia contributes
approximately 10 percent of all
coal mined in the U.S. and is
roughly 40 percent of the coal
mined in West Virginia and Ken-
tucky.  After the land is reclaimed
it offers beneficial opportunities
to the communities and citizens,
yet there are groups that continue
to resist coal.  Hopefully, as we
move forward with our grassroots
program the general public will
learn more about the important
role coal plays in this country’s
economical growth. Using coal to
generate clean electricity can
play a major role in keeping the
United State stable and strong.  

We look forward to seeing you
at these upcoming shows and
meetings.
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